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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Electricity  has  long  been  confidcred 

as  an  effectual  remedy  in  a variety  of  Difor- 
ders ; but  the  want  of  a proper  guide,  to 
point  out  thofe  cafes  for  which  it  is  peculiarly 
adapted,  has  hitherto  prevented  mankind  from 
.reaping  the  manifold  advantages  that  might 
be  derived  from  this  important  branch  of 
Science. 

Although  the  pradtice  of  Medical  Eledtri- 
city  has  received  fome  of  its  moft  important 
improvements  in  this  country,  no  publication 
has  hitherto  appeared  in  the  Englifh  language 
containing  a comprehenfive  view  of  the  vari- 
ous obfervations  lcattered  in  writers  both  fo- 
reign and  domeftic  relative  to  this  fubjedt. — • 
The  following  pages  are  defigned  to  fupply 
this  defedt,  and  to  exhibit  a Synopsis  of  all 
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the  complaints  in  which  advantage  has  been 
derived  from  the  adminiftration  of  the  Elec- 
tric Fluid ; without  attempting  to  theorife 
refpedting  its  mode  of  adtion,  or  deduce  ima- 
ginary hypothefes  from  premifes  not  well  af- 
certained. 

A volume  might  have  been  filled  with  the 
cafes  which  have  come  under  the  Author’s 
notice  fince  he  began  the  pradtice  of  Medical 
Electricity ; the  few  inferted  here  have  either 
been  accompanied  with  fome  fingular  circum- 
ItanccSj  or  tend  to  prove  the  advantage  of  this 
remedy  in  cafes  where  its  utility  has  not  been 
determined. 


No.  42.  St . Paul's  Church-Yard, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


jElECTRIC  matter  being  a principle  fo  uni- 
verfally  diftufed  throughout  the  aniverfe,  by  which 
many  of  the  moft  wondefful  phenomena  of  na- 
ture are  produced,  remarkable  cfteCts  muft  un- 
doubtedly refult  from  its  application  to  the  human 
# body,  both  in  a Rate  of  health  and  of  difeafe.  Ac- 
cordingly we  find,  that  very  foon  after  the  principles 
of  Electricity  were  generally  known,  its  powers  in 
the  cure  of  difeafes  were  made  trial  of  with  fuccefs. 
Like  all  other  important  difeoveries,  it  was  in  its 
infant  Rate  clouded  by  obfeurity,  and  difgraced  with 
fiction.  The  falfehoods  propagated  all  over  Europe 
relative  to  the  effeCts  of  medicated  globes  and  tubes, 
by  men  of  fcience  and  eftablifhed  reputation,  which 
were  difproved  by  numberlefs  experiments,  and  after- 
wards recanted  even  by  their  authors,  are  a difgrace 
* ; B tQ 
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to  philofophy.  Since  that  time,  the  knowledge  of 
Medical  Electricity  has  been  gradually  improved  on 
the  fure  bafis  of  experiment  and  obfervation.  If  the 
enthufiafm  of  fome  individuals  in  puffuit  of  a favour- 
ite fubjet  has  carried  them  too  far,  advantage  may 
even  be  derived  from  their  errors.  They  have  de- 
termined thofe  cafes  in  which  Electricity  is  injurious, 
as  well  as  pointed  out  a greater  variety  of  difeafes  in 
which  its  application  is  attended  with  fuccefs. 

That  prepoffeflion  in  favour  of  Electricity  as  a 
certain  remedy  for  every  difeafe  incident  to  the 
human  body,  which  prevailed  a few  years  ago, 
feems  to  have  generally  fubfided,  and  there  now 
appears  tq  be  fome  danger  of  its  (haring  the  fate  of 
many  other  ufeful  remedies,  which,  becaufe  they 
could  not  cure  all  difeafes,  have  been  capricioufly 
difearded  as  totally  inefficacious.  The  prefent, 
therefore,  appears  to  be  a favourable  period  fox 
fettling  the  due  degree  of  regard  that  Electricity 
merits  in  the  general  practice  of  Phyfick;  which 
(hall  be  attempted  in  the  following  pages,  from  an 
accurate  confideration  of  what  the  moft  authentic 
writers  have  offered  on  this  fubject,  as  well  as  from 
the  rcfult  of  extenfive  practical  experience. 


Were 
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Were  the  mode  in  which  the  eledlric  fluid  adts 
Vrhen  applied  to  the  human  body  underftood,  it 

would  lead  us  in  fome  meafure  to  the  knowledge 

' 

of  thofe  difeafes  in  which  it  might  be  applied  with 
advantage.  But  the  immediate  action  of  medicine 
is  not  eafily  explained.  If  the  fpecific  adtion  of  a 
remedy  which  is  employed  for  the  cure  of  a fmall 
number,  or  even  of  one  difeafe,  ftill  remains  un- 
known, it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  the  opera- 
tion of  Eledtricity,  which  is  ufeful  in  fuch  a variety 
of  diflimilar  complaints,  Ihould  be  clearly  underftood. 
Its  mode  of  adtioii  muft  be  determined  from  its 
general  efFedls. Simple  eledlrization,  or  keeping 

the  body  in  an  atmofphere  of  eledtric  fluid,  cncreafes 

\ 

the  force  of  the  circulation,  augments  the  feerctions 
in  general,  and  has  a wonderful  power  in  enlivening 
the  animal  fpirits*  When  applied  to  any  particular 
gland,  it  encreafes  its  peculiar  fecretion ; and  is 
Angularly  efficacious  in  exciting  the  adtion  of  the 
abforbing  fyftem.  Hence  Eledlricity  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a powerful  general  ftimulant,  removing 
obftrudtions,-  and  conftantly  ufeful  in  all  complaints 
arifing  from  a want  of  due  energy  in  the  living 
powers  of  the  animal  body. 

B 2 ft 
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It  is  a ftimulant,  however,  of  a peculiar  nature. 
The  remedies  commonly  employed  with  this  view, 
adt  only  in  a fecondary  manner  on  the  difeafc  which 
they  are  intended  to  remove.  The  effedts  of  cordials* 
taken  into  the  ftomach,  feldom  probably  go  beyond  the 
firft  paflages.  Veficatories,  wherever  they  are  applied, 
although  a painful  remedy,  produce  their  effedts  only  in 
a fecondary  manner  on  the  difeafe  for  which  they  are 
ufed.  But  Eledfricity  penetrates  every  part  of  the 
human  frame,  and  adts  immediately  and  powerfully  on- 
the  moft  deep-feated  difeafes.  This  is  clearly  proved 
by  its  often  exciting  the  motion  of  the  heart  in  cafes 
of  fufpended  animation,  after  every  other  ftimulus  had 
been  tried  in  vain.  A degree  of  finking  and  languor, 
proportioned  to  the  previous  excitement,  never  fails 
to  fucceed  the  ufe  of  every  {Emulating  remedy  taken 
into  the  ftomach.  Eledtricity  is  entirely  free  from 
thefe  pernicious  efFedts.  It  can  be  applied  to  any 
particular  difeafed  part,  independant  of  the  reft  of  the 
body,  and  when  diftufed  through  the  fyftem  in  gene- 
ral, it  permanently  enlivens  the  fpirits,  and  increafes 
the  vital  functions,  without  ever  being  fucceeded  by 
dejedtion. 

The  modern  pradfice  of  Eledlricity  rejedts  thofe 
violent  modes,  fueh  as  ltrong  fhocks,  &c.  which 


accom- 
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accompanied  its  firft  introduction  into  medicine.1 — 1 
All  the  good  effects  that  it  is  capable  of  producing, 
are  now  found  to  refult  from  more  gentle  applica- 
tions ; fuch  as  the  ftream  from  metal,  or  wooden 
points,  frictions,  drawing  fparks  through  flannel, 
and  efpecially  from  the  ufe  of  what  I call  Elcftric 
Vibrations  *,  which  in  a variety  of  cafes  have  been 
employed  with  the  happieft  fuccefs.  To  thefe  mild, 
and  even  pleafing  operations,  the  moft  timid  or 
nervous  of  either  fex  need  not  fear  to  fubmit.— - 
That  Electricity,  properly  adminiftered,  is  of  ufe  in 
a greater  variety  of  difeafes  than  any  other  Angle  ar- 
ticle in  the  whole  ?natcria  medica , will,  I think, 
evidently  appear,  from  an  impartial  confidcration  of 
the  following  pages. 


# This  gentle  mode  of  applying  the  Eleflric  Fluid  in  the  cure  of 
Difeafes,  fo  far  as  I know,  originated  with  mvfelf,  and  is,  I believe,  only 
employed  in  my  own  practice. 
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Every  ifeafe  in  which  Electricity  has  been 
recommended  or  applied  with  fuccefs,  may  be  com- 
prehended  under  Tome  one  of  the  following  gi^tra: 

FEVER, 

NERVOUS  DISORDERS, 
SPASMODIC  AFFECTIONS, 

I NFL  A MM  A T IONS. 


LOCAL  DISEASES. 
OBSTRUCTIONS. 
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In  treating  a fubjeCt  of  this  kind,  confifting  of  a- 


variety  c?f  particulars,  it  hcqoipes  neceilVy  tq  pur- 
fue  fome  plan. — Although  that  which  is  here  adopted 
may  not  be  altogether  conformable  to  the  fcientific 
clarification  of  difeafes,.  y^f  being  an  attempt  at  ar- 
rangement, it  will  tend  to  prevent  that  confufion 
which  would  inevitably  obfeure  a collection  of  deful-. 
/fcory  okfc;vations,  v ' ( 


J ' INTERMITTENT  FE  VE Rx 
or  AGUE . 


Hardy,  fays  M,  Cavallo,  has  Electricity  failed 
to  cure  this  Difeafe.  One  or  two  electrizations 
have  frequently  been  fulficient  to  remove  it  entirely, 
Syme.s,  in  his  Dljfcrtatlon  on  Fire , relates  feveral 
cafes  of  Tertians  cured  by  EleCtricity.  Succefsful 
cafes  are  lilcewife  recorded  in  the  Pbiiofophical  Tranf- 
aflions, voL  xlvii. — Indeed,  confidering  the  eafe  and 
certainty  with  which  EleCtricity  commonly  removes 

this  complaint,  and  the  frequently  tedious  opera-? 

— 

lions  of  internal  remedies,  it  is  furprifing  that  this 
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method  of  cure  is  not  more  commonly  ufed  in  pri- 
vate pra&ice — but  long  eftablilhed  prejudices  are  not 
eafily  eradicated. 


— — — — ■ 

SECT.  II. 

NERVOUS  DISORDERS . 

This  general  appellation  has  been  given  to  a clafs 
of  difeafes,  which  phyficians  have  not  well  known 
how  to  explain.  They  were  little  known  to  our  an- 
ceftors*  and  rarely  occured  even  in  the  laft  genera- 
tion. The  increafe  of  luxury,  and  a more  effemi- 
nate mode  of  living,  have  now  rendered  them  very 
common.  It  is  needlefs  here  to  deferibe  the  lan- 
guor, relaxation,  and  depreffion  of  fpirits,  which  are 
too  well  known  to  accompany  thefe  complaints.— 
A variety  of  cafes  have  occurred  to  me,  where 
fimple  ele&rization  has  removed  thofe  anomalous 
fymptoms.  Throwing  the  ftream  round  the  head, 
and  dire&ing  vibrations  along  the  fpine,  have  often  a 
Ivonderful  effedl  in  removing  depreffion  of  fpirits. 
This  treatment  applied  to  the  origin  of  the  nerves, 
appears  to  roufe  and  invigorate  the  whole  fyftem.— 

C Whep 
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When  the  difeafe  has  made  farther  progrefs,  the 
fymptoms  become  more  defined,  and  others  occur, 
which  I fhall  proceed  to  notice. 

NERVOUS  HEADACH. 

I am  acquainted  with  no  writer  who  has  parti- 
cularly mentioned  this  complaint,  except  M.  Ca- 
vallo,  who  obferves,  that  Nervous  Headachs,  even 
of  a long  Handing,  have  been  generally  cured  by 
gentle  electrization,  the  irritable  habits  in  which  this 
complaint  commonly  occurs  being  incapable  of  bear- 
ing a violent  treatment. 

Mrs.  F * had  been  long  feverely  afflicted  with 

this  complaint  -A  variety  of  medicines  having  been 
tried  in  vain,  her  phyfician,  the  late  Dr.  Knowles, 
advifed,  as  a dernier  rejfort , the  application  of  a large 
bliftering  plafter  to  the  head.  The  patient  being  un- 
willing to  fubmit  to  fo  fevere  a remedy,  the  Doctor 

* All  the  Cafes  inferted  here  may  be  depended  on  as  authentic/ 
The  names  of  the  patients  arc  not  inferted  at  length,  having  obferved 
many  difagreeable  conferences  to  rcfult  from  doing  this  in  a collcftion 
of  cafes  which  I formerly  published.  Any  perfon  wi/hing  for  more 
particular  information,  fhall,  on  applying  to  me,  be  referred  to  the 
parties  therofelves,  whofe  cafes  are  here  mentioned. 


advifed 
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% * 

advtfed  Ele&ricity,  as  the  only  alternative,  which 
fortunately  operated  a complete  cure. 

Mr.  A laboured  under  the  fame  complaint, 

accompanied  with  giddinefs,  ftupor  and  lofs  of  hear- 
ing.— In  this  cafe  the  ufe  of  Eledtricity  was  attended 
with  equally  falutary  effedts. 

I 

HYSTERIC  COMPLAINTS, 

Partaking  fo  much  of  the  nature  of  Nervous  Dif- 
orders,  we  might  almoft  conclude,  a priori , that  a 
remedy  which  is  ufeful  in  the  one  would  likewife 
be  fuccefsful  in  the  other.  But  as  thefe  are  com- 
monly fuppofed  to  occur  only  in  one  fex,  and  to  arife 
from  a peculiar  caufe,  afterwards  to  be  noticed,  their 
more  particular  confideration  fhall  be  at  prefent  poff- 
poned. 

I fhall  here,  however,  notice  a remarkable  cafe  of 
this  kind,  which  lately  came  under  my  infpedtion. — 

Mifs  C had  during  feveral  years  been  liable 

to  violent  hyfterical  paroxyfms,  which  were  not  al- 
leviated by  any  medicines  fhe  had  made  ufe  of. — • 
She  w^s  particularly  diftrefled  by  a violent  pain  dart- 

C 2 ing 
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ing  through  the  lower  part  of  the  thorax,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a fpafmodic  affe&ion  of  the  dia- 
phragm. All  her  complaints  were  removed  in  a 
fhort  time  by  the  application  of  Ele&ricity,  which 
fhe  has  had  recourfe  to  at  intervals  ever  fince,  with 
a view  to  prevent  a relapfe.  This  lady  was  at  one 
period  feized  with  an  intermittent  fever,  which  was 
completely  removed  by  Eledlricity,  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  any  other  remedy. 

V A L 9 Y> 

This  difeafe  more  particularly  merits  the  name  of 
nervous  than  thofe  mentioned  above.  All  our  pre- 
fent  knowledge  concerning  it  tends  to  prove,  that 
it  is  conftantly  owing  to  fome  immediate  laefion  of 
the  nervous  fyftem. — M.  Jallabert,  profeflor  of 
philofophy  at  Geneva,  was  the  firft  who  fucccfsfully 
applied  Eledlricity  to  the  cure  of  Palfy.  To  him, 
therefore,  the  public  are  indebted  for  the  difcovery 
of  a remedy  for  this  fatal  complaint,  which  is  be- 
coming every  day  more  common.  A variety  of  au- 
thors have  mentioned  the  advantages  derived  from 
the  ufe  of  Electricity  in  this  difeafe.  No  one  ap- 
pears to  have  applied  it  with  more  univerfal  fuccefs 
in  Palfy  than  M.  Mauduyt  of  Paris,  to  whofe  inge- 


nious 
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jiious  Treatife  * on  Medical  EleCtricity  I confefs 

myfelf  indebted  for  much  ufeful  information. 

Inftances  of  its  fuccefs  in  Paralytic  complaints  are 
recorded  in  Diembrockii,  Obfervat.  Curat.  Medic , 
Wardrope,  Dijfertatio  de  Paralyfi ; Hall,  Differt. 
de  Eledlricitate  \ Philofoph.  Tranf  vol.  i.  partii; 
Ibid.  vol.  1.  p.  392;  De  Haen,  vol.  i.  p.228, 
obferves,  Indifcriminatim  emendari  ex  quacunque  dc- 
inum  origine  Paralyfm : See  alfo  Priestly,  Rccueil 
fur  ! Eleftricite  medical ; Duncan’s  Medical  Cafes , 

&C.  ; 


The  application  of  Ele«fbricity  appears  likewife 
much  to  aflift  the  operation  of  bliftering  plafters, 
which  are  commonly  applied  in  this  difeafe,  by  pro- 
ducing a very  copious  difcharge  of  ferum. 

v • .*  ^ V 

hemiplegia. 

I 

This  complaint  partaking  fo  much  of  the  nature 

V 

of  the  difeafe  juft  mentioned,  it  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt  that  Electricity  muft  likewife  be  ufeful  in  its 

* Mcmcire  fur  la  dijfercntes  Manures  <f  (tdmimjirer  T EleElricite,  et  0b~ 
Jeruaticns  fur  les  Ejfus  que  ca  divers  moyens  out  produits-,  par  M.  M a u - 
opvT,  a Paris,  1784. 

cure, 
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cure.  Dr.  Bohadtch,  in  a treatife  on  Medical 
Ele&ricity,  points  out  Haemiplegia  as  a complaint  iu 
which  it  is  of  more  ufe  than  any  other.  All  the  au- 
thorities might  be  cited  to  prove  its  utility  in  this 
difeafe,  which  were  quoted  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph ; to  which  may  be  added  the  favourable  tefti- 
mony  of  the  celebrated  M.  Sauvage  *. 

Electricity  may  alfo  be  ufeful  as  a prophylactic,  in 
a tendency  to  paralytic  diforders.  I have  at  prefent 
fcveral  patients  under  my  care,  who  from  fome  fymp*- 
toms  which  threatened  the  approach  of  paralyfis  were 
induced  to  make  trial  of  EleCtricity  as  a preventive; 
in  confequence  of  which  they  have  continued  for  fe-r 
vpral  years  free  from  any  attack  of  that  diforder. 


* I have  been  employed  In  fo  many  inilances  of  tills  difeafe,  by  the 
mod:  eminent  of  the  faculty,  that  it  would  be  endlefs  to  attempt  the 
infertiop  of  the  cafes  of  Hemiplegia  in  which  1 have  applied  Elec- 
tricity with  fuccefs.  I cap  refer  any  one  who  wilhes  for  more  particu- 
lar information,  to  a variety  of  living  teftimonics  of  its  efficacy  in  this 
complaint. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  III. 

SPASMODIC  AFFECTIONS. 

The  firft  account  of  the  application  of  EleCtricity 
to  medical  purpofes  was  in  a complaint  of  this  kind. 
M.  Kratzenstein,  profefTor  of  medicine  at  Hall, 
cured  a perfon  of  two  contradled  fingers  by  once 
ele£trifying  them.  Since  that  period  its  ufe  has  been 
extended  to  a variety  of  fimilar  diforders. 

TETANUS. 

The  moft  remarkable  inftance  of  the  good  effects 
of  Electricity  in  this  complaint,  is  related  in  the  cafe 
of  a young  girl  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  whofe 
whole  body  continued  during  a month  fo  cold  and 
rigid,  as  rather  to  refemble  a dead  than  a living  ani- 
mal. After  every  other  remedy  had  failed,  Dr. 
Watson  effected  a complete  cure  by  means  of 
. Electricity •,  Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  liii.  p.  10.  The  few 
examples  on  record  of  the  effects  of  Electricity  in 
the  cure  of  Tetanus,  are  principally  to  be  attri- 
buted 
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buted  to  the  rare  occurrence  of  that  complaint  irt 
thefe  regions. 

* 

TRISMUS. 

The  Locked  Jaw  may  be  confidered'  as  a fpecieS 

of  Tetanus.  Mr.  S , in  whom  this  complaint 

had  been  induced  by  a carious  tooth,  after  having 
ufed  a variety  of  medicines  without  effeCt,  applied  to 
me,  and  was  perfectly  cured  in  a fhort  time. 

A fimilar  cafe  is  related  by  Mr.  Spry  ; Pbilof 
Tranf.  vol.  lvii. 


v st.  vitus’s  dance, 

The  cure  of  a very  obftinate  cafe  of  this  kind,  by 
Electricity,  where  even  memory  and  the  other  intel- 
lectual faculties  were  much  impaired,  is  related  by 
Dr.  A.  Fothergill;  Phil,  Tranf.  vol.  lxix. 

De  Haen  affirms,  that  a frequent  repetition  of 
flight  (hocks  hardly  ever  failed  to  cure  this  difeafe 
under  his  management ; Ratio  medendi,  vol.  i. 

, TRE- 


V 


ff-'uf  ■ o 
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TREMORS. 


Partial  tremors,  of  particular  limbs,  and  certain 
mufcles,  which,  though  lefs  violent,  bear  a ftrong 
affinity  to  the  complaint  juft  defcribed,  are  almoft 
conftantly  removed  by  electrization. 

f . •*  . * ’ . _ 1 • • ■ ■ 

WRY  NECK. 

. . r ....  r • . • I • 

. I ,r;  ' ' */  • • \ . ✓ . . ) 

’ t 

A very  bad  cafe  of  wry  neck  completely  removed 
by  electricity,  is  related  in  the  Philof.  Tranf.  vol. 
lxviii.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  other  con- 
tracted mufcles  may  be  cured  by  the  fame  means. — 
I lately  removed  a contraction  of  the  maftoid  muf- 
cle,  which  had  continued  feveral  years,  in  Matter 

M 

G — -,  a fine  boy  of  eight  years  of  age. 


A remarkable  cafe,  illuftrating  the  power  of  elec- 

✓ 

tricity  to  remove  obftinate  contractions,  was  related 
to  me  by  Mr.  Church,  furgeon,  of  Iflington,  as  ha- 
ving occurred  in  his  own  practice.  Mr.  G.  S.  had 
the  extenfor  tendons  of  his  right  hand  divided  by  the 
ftroke  of  a cutlafs.  The  hand  was  bent  back  to  fa- 
vour the  union  of  the  divided  parts,  which,  after  the 
?ure  was  completed,  retained  this  fituation.-  ■ 

D A va- 
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A variety  of  means  having  been  [tried  to  remove 
the  -contraction  without  fuccefs,  Electricity  was  had 
recourfe  to,  which  in  a fliort  time  reftored  the  per- 
fect ufe  of  the  wounded  hand. 

EPILEPSY. 

• r • r «* 

Although  EleCtricity  has  not  hitherto  been  applied 
to  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  in  England,  yet  in  other 
countries  its  good  effeCts  have  been  highly  extolled. 
M.  Deshaies,  in  a Thefes  publifhed  at  Montpelier 
in  1749,  relates  two  cafes  of  Epilepfy,  combined 
with  Haemiplegia,  which  were  gradually  relieved, 
and  at  laft  completely  cured,  by  means  of  EleCtric 
baths  and  gentle  fparks, 

A royal  hofpital  has  lately  been  eftablifhed  at  Paris 
for  the  particular  reception  of  Epileptics,  to  be  treat-* 
ed  by  EleCtricity  alone,  The  application  of  this  re- 
medy is  conducted  by  M.  le  Dru,  whofe  fuccefs  in 
private  praCtice  has  been  fufficient  to  attraCt  the  roy- 
al patronage,  The  treatment  is  conducted  under  the 
inflection  of  certain  gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  who 

have  publifhed  a Memoire  containing  a favourable 
✓ .....  , . 
reprefentation  of  its  effeCts,  and  they  have  promifed 

fbon  to  give  the  world  a more  complete  account  of 

v L the 
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ihe  application  and  utility  of  EleCtricity  in  the  cure 
of' this  difeafe.  Very  ftrong  (hocks  are,  however, 
(aid  to  be  adminiftered.. 

M.,  Mauduyt  has  alfo  made  trial!  of  EleCtricity 
in  feveral.  cafes  of  Epilepfy,,  from;  which',  he  concludes, 
that  whea  Epilepfy  is  fymptomatic,,  as  it  frequently 
is,:  of  obftruCtions,,  &c..  it  is:  commonly  removed  by 
the  judicious'  application',  of  Electricity  ; but  when 
idiopathic,  or  conftitutional,  little  advantage  is  to  be 
expeCted  from  the  ufe  of  this  remedy. 


s;  e c t.  iv. 

I NFL  A' MM  AT  TO  NS. 

EleCtricity  has  been  employed  with  fuccefs  in  a 
variety  of  inflammatory  complaints.  From  its  gently 
ftimulating  and  tonic  powers,,  it  appears  well  calcu- 
lated to  difcufs  flight  inflammations..  Thofe  difeafes 
(hall  here  be  mentioned  in  which  its  good  effeCts 
have  been  eftablilhed  by  manifold  experience., 

D-  r. 
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G 0 U T. 

A gentle  ftream  of  eledtric  matter,  directed  by  a 
wooden  point  upon  the  paft  affedted,  has  frequently 
relieved  the  excruciating  pain  of  the  Gout.  Much 
caution,  however,  is  required  in  conducing  this 
operation,  as  there  is  danger  of  repelling  the  morbi- 
fic matter,  and  afFedling  fome  of  the  more  vital  parts. 
Mi  Cavallo  and  M.  Zetzell*  have  particularly 
recommended  the  ufe  of  Eledlricity  in  this  complaint. 
The  teftimony  of  Becket,  Symes,  and  Lovet, 
whofe  works  have  been  already  mentioned,  may  alfo 
be  adduced. 

More  advantage,  however,  is  to  be  expedted  from 

the  application  of  Eledlricity  in  cafes  of  retrocedent 

■ 

or  wandering  Gout.  By  exciting  a partial  inflam-' 
mation  in  any  of  the  extremities,  it  may  tend  to  fix 
the  difeafe  in  that  part,  and  relieve  the  more  import-* 
ant  organs  from  the  danger  of  an  attack.  In  feveral 
inftances  of  this  kind,  I have  fucceeded  in  my  eri~ 

deavours  to  produce  a regular  fit  of  the  Gout. 

* ' •• 

V ,r  t e • 

* Vidi  hit  Thefes  publifhed  at  Ugfal  In  175  J. 
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ICIATICA. 

.*  v * V*  * i J 

This  painful  difeafe,  termed  the  Hip-gout,  has 
been  very  generally  removed  by  the  ufe  of  Electri- 
city. M.  Mauduyt,  whofe  candid  and  judicious 
obfervations  on  every  part  of  this  fubjeCt  merit  the 
utmoft  attention,  relates  feveral  cafes  of  Sciatica 
which  he  had  removed  by  the  application  of  EleCtri- 

V » 

tity.  In  the  publications  of  Wesley  and  Lovet 
a variety  of  inftances  of  this  complaint  being  re- 
moved by  the  fame  means  are  related. 

• ' • » • , f • f * 

w * * * ' f * > * 

RHEUMATISM. 

f f 9 o •»  \ ^ r » r>  , , , ,i  ^ 

For  this  difeafe  Electricity  has  been  alwa)*s 
tfteemed  an  ufeful  remedy.  In  recent  cafes  it  hardly 
ever  fails,  and  even  in  thofe  of  long  {landing  it  is 
frequently  fuccefsful.  Authorities  need  not  be  ad- 
duced to  prove  the  utility  of  EleCtricity  in  this  com- 
plaint, as  it  has  been  recomjnended  by  every  author 
who  has  treated  on  the  fubjeCt,  and  my  own  experi- 
ence confirms  the  truth  of  their  opinion. 

l - VJ  J . . iJ  biwk  *v  - * <•<* 

% > 

A cafe  in  which  the  fpeedy  effeCts  of  this  method 
of  cure  were  very  remarkable,  lately  came  under  my 

notice, 


notice..  Mrs.,  B y whofe  wrifts  and  ankles,  were 

Co,  inflamed  and  fwelled  as  to  be.  totally-  incapable  of 
motion,  had  their  ufe  perfectly  reftored:  by  a Angle 
operation*  Electricity-  was  continued,  fome  time  by 
way  of  preventionx  but  file  never  experienced,  any' 
rclapfe* 

INFLAMMATION;  OF  THE'  THROAT. 

,;r-  • / ’ ■ > . • • • ■ 

A.  remarkable  cafe  of  the  utility  of  Electricity  im 
this,  difeafe,  is  that  of  the  celebrated  Mr..  Fergu- 
son,. as  related  by  himfelf*  From  a ftate  of  confl- 
derable.  pain,  and  total  inability  to  fwallow,;by  draw- 
ing fparks  from  his  throat,,  he  was  in  the.  courfe.  of  a; 
few  hours  reftored  almoft  to.  perfect;  health., 

A fimilar  inftance  is.  related,  by  Lovet., Inc  this, 

complaint  Electricity,  appears,  to.  anfwer  every  pur- 
pofe  of  veflcatories,  which  it  is  the  general  practice* 
to  apply,  while  the  pain  and.  unfeemly  fears  attend- 
ing their  ufe  are  totally  avoided.. 

, i '■  i i rs  a ■ 
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The  falutary  effects  of  Eletricity  are-  more,  re- 
markably obvious  in  inflammations  of  the  eyes,,  than 
perhaps  in  any  other,  difeafe  to.  which,  it.  is  applied.r— 

An- 
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An  eye  fuffufed  with  blood,  and  clofed  up  by  inflame 
mation,  is  frequently  In  a fliort  time  reftored  to  a 
ftate  of  perfeft  foundnefs,  and  the  fenfation  produced 
by  the  aura  is  fo  agreeable,  that  the  patient  com- 
monly requires  a continuance  of  the  operation.—* 
M.  Cavalld  records  a cafe  of  a very  obftinate 
Ophthalmia  cured  by  ele&rizatlon.  Many  In  fian- 
ces have  occurred  in  my  own  praftice,  fome  of 
which  appeared  to  proceed  from  a gouty  difpofition, 
In  which  ,the  proper  application  of  Ele&ricity  ha§ 
pperated  a complete  curer 


CHILBLAINS. 

In  this  country  Chilblains  prove  often  a very 
troublefome,  and  fometimes  even  a painful  complaint, 
I have  applied  Ele&ricity  in  various  inftances  of  this 
affedtion,  and  never  knew  it  fail  to  give  great  relief 
pr  remove  it  entirely  in  a very  fhort  time. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  V. 

LOCAL  D 1 S E A S EsS. 

'■  ; * ' [ *>  l,  * . v 

This  feftion  will  comprehend  a variety  of  difeafes 
where  Ele&ricity  has  been  found  ferviceable,  and 
■which  cannot  be  referred  with  propriety  to  any  of 

the  other  heads  into  which  this  treatife  is  divided, 

• 1 

TOOTHACHj 

When  this  difeafe  proceeds  from  cold,  or  whaf 
is  commonly  called  a rheumatifm  of  the  face,  it 
is  generally  removed  by  applying  the  ele£lric  aura 
to  the  part  affe&ed.  But  the  pain  arifing  from  a ca- 
rious  tooth  is  often  exafperated  to  an  intolerable  de- 
gree by  the  gentleft  ele&rization. — Ele&ricity  is 
ftrenuoufiy  recommended  for  the  cure  of  this  com- 
plaint in  Lovet’s  Efiay;  and  the  ingenious  Mr. 
Ferguson  was  fo  fully  convinced  of  its  good  effedls, 
that  he  conftru£!ed  an  inftrument  purpofely  for  di- 
re&ing  the  fhock  through  any  particular  tooth.  A 
fiicclc  may  indeed  be  conceived  fometimes  to  remove 

the 
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the  pain  of  the  toothach,  in  like  manner  as  burning 
the  car,  or  any  other  fudden  and  violent  furprife, 

GUTTA  SERENA, 


That  this  difeafe,  which  has  fo  long  baffled  all  the 
powers  of  medicine,  has  frequently  been  cured  by 
the  proper  application  of  the  eleCtric  fluid,  is  proved 
by  the  teftimony  of  many  refpeCtable  writers.  Mr. 
Wilkinson  obferves,  EleClricitas  hoc  in  morbo  optime 
cejjit.  M.  Cavallo’s  Eflay,  page  54;  De  Haen, 
Ratio  Medendi , vol.  i.  p.  239;  London  Med.  Olfer- 
vat.  vol.  v.  p.  I — 31;  Medical  Commentaries , vol. 
iii.  p.  404;  Recueil  fur  P EleCtricite  Medicale , vol.  i. 
p.  178 ; Becket’s  Electricity , p.  70.  and  Symes  on 
Fire ; may  all  be  referred  to  as  containing  favorable 
reprefentations  of  the  effeCts  of  Ele&ricity  in  this 
complaint.  A cafe  of  this  difeafe  lately  occurred  in 
my  own  practice,  in  which  the  application  of  Ele&ri- 
City  performed  a complete  cure.  Mr.  B— — , who 
had  been  totally  deprived  of  fight  during  nine  months, 
by  what  the  Faculty  in  general  confidercd  to  be  a 
Gutta  Serena , was  advifed  to  make  trial  of  Electricity. 
The  EleCtric  fluid  was  applied  in  various  modes, 
particularly  by  Eleflric  Vibrations  direCted  through 
the  head.  At  the  end  of  fix  weeks  he  was  enabled  to 

E read 
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read  large  print;  at  this  period  bufinefs  obliged  him  td 
leave  town,  after  which  he  gradually  recovered  with- 
out the  afliftance  of  any  other  remedy. 

OPACITY  OF  THE  AQUEOUS  HUMOR. 


The  only  cafe  of  this  kind  in  which  I ever  heard  of* 
Electricity  being  tried  is  related  by  M.  Cavallo,  and 
in  that  inftance  it  proved  fuccefsful. 


CATARACT. 

From  the  general  effeCts  of  Electricity  in  increafing 
the  aCtion  of  the  abforbents,  its  utility  in  this  com- 
plaint might  reafonably  be  inferred. A cafe  in 

which  Electrization  cured  blindnefs,  arifing  from  ca- 
taraCts  formed  in  both  eyes,  is  related  by  Dr.  Knox, 
in  the  gth  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Commen- 
taries. A fimilar  cafe,  cured  by  Electrization,  is  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Medical  Journal^  vol.vii.  Several  inftan- 
ces  of  defective  vifion,  apparently  caufed  by  incipient 
CataraCt,  have  occured  to  me,  which  were  always 
removed  by  Electrization. 


L.. 


Coarseness* 
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HOARSENESS. 

I have  had  occafion  to  fee  feveral  obftinate  cafes  of 
this  complaint  removed  by  Ele&rization ; fimilar  in- 
ftances  are  likewife  related  in  Home’s  Clinical  Ex - 
periments, 

SPRAINS  AND  BRUISES. 

In  thefe  accidents  Ele&ricity  appears  to  reftore  the 
tone  of  the  weakened  and  diftradted  fibres,  as  well  as 
to  diflipate  the  fwelling  by  promoting  the  abforption 
of  the  fluids  which  are  effufed  into  the  cellular  mem- 
brane. I have  frequently  fucceeded  in  removing  the 
weaknefs  that  remains  in  a joint  which  has  been 
fprained.  One  cafe  in  particular  I recoiled!:.  Mr. 

B of  Manchefter  had  fprained  his  right  knee, 

which  continued  feeble  and  painful  during  eighteen 
months,  after  trying  various  applications,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  Ele&ricity,  which  in  a fliort  time  reftored 
the  part  to  its  wonted  ftrength  and  vigor. 

i 

E 2 DEAFNESS, 


DEAFNESS, 


Except  when  it  is  occafioned  by  fome  malconfor- 
mation  of  the  organ  of  hearing,  feldom  fails  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  proper  application  of  Electricity.  Paf- 
fing  the  Elefiric  Vibrations  through  the  head  has  ex- 
cellent effects  in  the  cure  of  this  complaint.  A more 
copious  fecretion  of  wax  foon  follows  the  ufe  of  Elec- 
tricity, and  is  generally  the  forerunner  of  a complete 
cure. 

ULCERS, 

In  ill-conditioned  ulcers  of  long  Handing  ; the  ap- 
plication of  the  electric  ftream  tends  to  abate  the  in- 
flammation, and  foon  produces  a difcharge  of  laud- 
able pus,  which  gradually  leflens,  in  proportion  as 
the  limits  of  the  fore  contract,  till  the  cure  is  com- 
pleted. The  mild  ftimulation  of  the  eleCtric  aura  is 
certainly  much  lefs  painful,  and  equally  efficacious  as 
the  violent  irritation  of  metallic  falts,  commonly  ufed 
with  the  fame  intention.  M.  Cavallo  obferves, 

that  “ open  fores  of  every  kind  are  difpofcd  to  heal 

’ 

i(  by  electrization.  ” 


LUMBAR. 


L 
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LUMBAR  ABSCESS, 

\ 

Electricity  has  been  known  in  various  inftances  to 
difperfe  incipient  collections  of  matter  M.  Ca- 
vallo  mentions  a cafe  of  Lumbar  Abfcefs  which 
was  perfectly  cured  by  means  of  Electricity.  Much 
attention,  however,  is  requifite  to  conduct  its  appli- 
cation in  fuch  cafes  with  propriety.  Shocks,  inftcad 
of  difperfing,  have  been  found  to  accelerate  the  for- 
mation of  matter. — Electricity  may  on  fimilar  prin- 
ciples be  ufed  with  advantage  at  an  early  period  of 
that  lamenefs,  caufed  by  the  formation  of  matter  at 
the  articulation  of  the  thigh-bone,  commonly  term- 
ed the  hip-cafe, 

tenia. 

There  is  an  Tnftance  of  the  Tape-Worm  being 
removed  by  the  ufe  of  electric  fhocks,  mentioned  in 
Dr.  Wilkinson’s  Thefes  de  Jflettricitate ; and  I 
have  lately  heard  of  another  cafe  of  its  fuccefs  in  this 
difeafe.  In  a publication  fuch  as  this,  intended  to 
point  out  every  difeafe  in  which  Electricity  may  be 
tried  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  omit  a Tingle  cafe  in  which  advantage  had 

been 

l 
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been  derived  from  its  ufe,  and  where  a further  trial 
of  it  may  be  plaufibly  recommended.  This  animal 
being  pofTelfed  of  much  weaker  powers  of  life  than 
the  body  in  which  it  refides,  a moderate  Ihock  may 
eafily  be  conceived  to  deftroy  it,  without  injuring  the 
perfon  through  whom  it  is  tranfmitted.  The  powers 
by  which  the  Tape-Worm  adheres  to  the  inteftipes 
being  annihilated  with  its  life,  it  will  confequently  be 
difeharged.  If  farther  experience  afeertains  Electri- 
city to  be  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  Tape-Worm, 
which  frequently  refills  the  moll  powerful  medicines, 
it  may  certainly  be  confidered  as  a general  blefiing 
to  mankind. 

C L E E T S. 

Electricity  has  often  been  fuccefsfully  employed  to 
remove  the  relaxation  which  caufes  this  complaint. 
It  is  recommended  with  this  intention  by  Mr.  J. 
Hunter,  in  his  late  celebrated  work  on  the  Vene- 
real Difeafe. 

CUTANEOUS  ERUPTIONS. 

I have  feen  many  inllances  of  thefe  difagrqeable 
complaints,  efpecially  fuch  as  occur  on  the  face,  be- 
ing 
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ing  removed  by  the  application  of  the  ele&ric  ftream. 

* At  firft,  it  often  caufes  them  to  fpread  more,  and  ex- 
cites a grateful  warmth  around  the  part  to  which  it 
is  applied ; this,  however,  is  a favourable  fymptom, 
and  commonly  the  forerunner  of  a cure.  M.  Ca- 
Yallo  mentions  its  utility  in  thefe  complaints. 


t SECT.  VI. 

O B S T* RUCTIONS . 

From  the  general  effe&s  of  Ele&ricity  in  increaf- 
ing  every  aftion  performed  by  the  living  powers  of 
the  human  body,  its  good  effe&s  in  all  difeafcs  that 
can  be  attributed  to  obftru&ion,  may  certainly  be 
inferred. 


AMENOR  RHJE  A. 

The  falutary  effe&s  produced  by  Ele&ricity  in 
cafes  of  obftru&ion  peculiar  to  the  female  fex,  have 
been  fo  long  eftablilhed  by  the  moft  ample  teftimo- 

ny; 


r 40  3 


ny  * ; it  may  be  fafely  aflerted,  that  if  medicine  cart, 
boaft  of  any  fpecific  whatever,  Electricity  may  be 

* 

confidered  as  fuch  in  thefe  complaints.  Much, 
however,  depends  on  its  proper  application.  Eleftric 
Vibrations , from  their  peculiar  action  on  the  internal 
parts  of  the  body,  appear  to  be  well  calculated  for 
the  removal  of  this  difeafe.  Of  the  great  variety  of 
inftances  of  this  complaint,  fome  of  which  were  at- 
tended with  the  molt  untoward  fymptoms,  that  have 
been  under  my  care,  I do  not  recoiled  ever  to  have 
failed  of  producing'  a cure.  The  number,  as  well 
as  the  peculiar  clrcumftances  attending  thefe  cafes* 
forbid  their  infertion. 

9 \ ' , ' j 

I may  here  be  permitted  to  coincide  with  the  hu- 
mane wifh  of  M.  Mauduyt  f,  “ That  fome  pub- 
“ lie  eftablilhment  were  formed,  where  tire  lower 
“ clafled  of  women  might  be  ele&rificd  gratis , with 
proper  care  and  decency,  who,  from  their  expofure 
“ to  the  viciflitudes  of  the  feafons,  and  their  labori- 
IC  ous  employments,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  obftruc- 
u tions  v/hich  frequently  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
<c  moft  dangerous  and  incurable  difeafes.” 

* See  Birches,  Trcatlfe  on  this  fubjedt,  Mauduyt,  Cavallo,  See.  &<;■ 
■)  Mtmoire  fur,  See.  p.  97. 

. 
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OBSTRUCTION  OF  URINE.’ 

Electricity  has  often  been  employed  with  fuccefs 
to  remove  this  complaint.  A fmgular  cafe  of  this 
kind  occurred  fome  time  ago  in  the  Royal  Hofpital 
at  Edinburgh.  A perfon,  in  confequence  of  fome 
injury  received  on  the  abdomen,  was  feized  with 
{tranguary,  and  never  puffed  any  urine  during  fix 
weeks,  except  when  under  the  operation  of  Electri- 
city, by  means  of  which  the  difeafe  was  finally 
cured. 


COSTIVENESS. 

EleCfricity  appears  to  promote  the  fecretions  of 
the  inteftines,  as  indeed  it  does  all  thofe  of  the  living 
body.  I have  in  feveral  inftances  removed  a coftive 
habit  by  this  means.  The  eleCtrical  operations  re- 
quired to  produce  this  effeCt  are  fo  gentle,  that  it  has 
been  employed  with  fuccefs  to  keep  the  body  open 
during  the  whole  time  of  pregnancy,  in  a cafe  where 
no  other  aperient  remedy  could  be  made  ufe  of  lead 
abortion  fhould  be  produced. 


\ 
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JAUNDICE. 

Where  this  difeafe  proceeds  from  a fpafmodic  ftric- 
ture  of  the  gall-dudf,  which  frequently  takes  place, 
Eledfricity  may  certainly  be  ufed  with  advantage.— 
A young  gentleman,  who  had  laboured  feveral  months 
under  this  complaint,  was  defired  by  his  phyfician  to 
make  trial  of  Eledfricity.  He  applied  to  me — The 
Elcttric  Vibrations , pafled  through  the  region  of  the 
liver,  foon  removed  the  obftrudtion,  and  produced  % 
complete  cure. 

fistula  lachrymalis. 

M.  Cavallo  aflerts,  that  all  the  cafes  of  Fiftula 
Lachrymalis,  in  which  Eledtricity  has  been  admini- 
ftered  during  a fufficient  time  by  a perfon  of  abilities, 
have  been  cured  by  it.  Lovet  has  alfo  recorded  its 
utility  in  this  difeafe.  No  cafe  of  Fiftula  Lachry- 
malis has  ever  come  under  my  notice ; but,  from 
the  well  known  efficacy  of  Eledfricity  in  removing 
every  fpecies  of  obftrudlion,  I have  no  doubt  of  its 
being  equally  fuccefsful  in  this  complaint. 


DYSPHA- 
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DYSPHAGIA. 


A cafe  of  difficult  deglutition,  not  arifing  from  any 
apparent  mal-conformation  of  the  parts,  is  related  in 
Dr.  Duncan’s  Medical  Obfervations , which  was  re- 
moved by  the  application  of  eleCtric  fparks,  after  the 
patient  had  laboured  under  it  for  fome  years,  and  ufed 
a variety  of  medicines  without  receiving  any  advan- 
tage.  This  difeafe  frequently  occurs,  and  often  ter- 
minates fatally ; Electricity  having  operated  a com- 
plete cure,  though  but  in  one  inftance,  fhould  induce 
a more  extenfive  trial  of  its  effeCts  in  fimilar  com- 


DROPSY. 

Inftances  of  the  fuccefs  of  EleCtricity  in  removing 
this  difeafe,  at  an  early  period,  are  not  wanting. — 
Dropfy,  in  all  probability,  frequently  arifes  from  a 
want  of  aCtion  in  the  abforbent  veffels,  which  pre- 
vents them  from  taking  up  a due  portion  of  the  fe- 
creted  fluids.  The  powers  of  EleCtricity  in  pro- 
moting the  aCtion  of  the  abforbents,  which  have  been 
repeatedly  noticed,  point  out  its  utility  in  the  various 
fpecies  of  this  complaint,  as  hydrocele , anafarca , &c. 

F ? I lately 
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I lately  employed  Electricity  in  a cafe  of  Hydro - 

# * i 

cephalus , or  dropfy  of  the  brain,  where  the  head 
was  very  much  enlarged,  and  which  had  proceeded 

fo  far  as  entirely  to  deprive  the  child  of  fight,— . 

Whether  the  cure  was  produced  by  Electrization 
I am  unable  to  determine,  as  the  patient  took 
mercury  at  the  fame  time  ; but  certainly  from  th$ 
joint  operation  of  thefe  remedies,  the  difeafe  difap- 
peared.  Mr,  J,  Hunter  has  indeed  obferved,  that 
mercury,  by  increafing  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem, 
favours  the  action  of  Electricity,  and  even  in  fome 
cafes,  where  Electricity  alone  produced  no  effects,  he 
has  fucceeded  by  putting  the  patient  under  a courfe 
of  mercury. 


tumors.  , 

Electricity  has  been  found  ufeful  in  a variety  of 

difeafes  that  come  under  this  denomination. 

Dr.  Duncan  of  Edinburgh  recommends  its  applicat- 
ion in  fcrophulous  and  cancerous  fwellings. 

Dr.  Percival,  in  the  Medical  Commentaries , vol.vii, 
obferves,  that  Electricity  would  be  an  excellent  au- 
xiliary to  other  remedies  in  removing  ftrumous  or 
white  fwellings  of  the  joints.  I have,  fays  the  Doc- 
tor, feen  admirable  effects  from  its  ufe  in  various 

glandular 
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glandular  tumors,  nor  do  we  know  any  more  power 
ful  means  of  removing  obftruCtions,  or  promoting 
the  abforption  of  ftagnant  juices. — I lately,  by  this 
means,  removed  a number  of  hard  tumors  from  the 
neck  of  Mr.  M — , where  they  had  remained  during 
three  years,  and  refitted  a variety  of  applications. 

Under  this  head  I may  comprehend  a cafe  of  bron - 
chocele , or  what  is  commonly  called  the  Derbyjhire 
Jtfeck^  which  had  attained  a confiderable  fize,  and 
was  removed  by  a regular  coijrfe  of  Electricity,  con- 
tinued during  three  months. 

Induration  of  the  proftate  gland  may  alfo  be  men- 
tioned in  this  place,  This  is  a very  common  confe- 
quence  of  venereal  complaints,  and  frequently  caufes 
obftruCtion  of  Urine.  A proper  application  of  Elec- 
tricity has  often  been  found  to  diminifh,  and  even 
remove  it. 

So  powerful,  indeed,  is  the  application  of  the 

A 

EleCtric  Fluid  in  promoting  the  aCtion  of  the  ab- 
forbcnts,  that  it  has  even  been  known  to  caufe  the 
abforption  of  exuberant  callous  after  fraffure,  and  re- 
(bore  a deformed  limb  to  its  natural  Hate. 


CANCER. 


I 


M.  Cavallo  mentions  a cafe  where  the  excruci-. 

ating  pains  of  a Cancer  were  mitigated  by  the  eleCtric 

/ 

aura , and,  in  confequence  of  this  application,  the 
fore  even  affumcd  a healing  appearance.  The  ter-, 
mination  of  the  cafe,  however,  is  not  mentioned. 

If  Electricity  is  found  to  leffen  the  pain,  and  pro- 
mote the  cure  of  a Cancer,  when  an  open  fore,  as 
well  as  to  accelerate  its  difcuflion  when  in  a ftate  of 
induration,  it  mud  certainly  be  confidered  as  a re- 
medy poffeflmg  falutary  effects  in  fome  of  the  moft 
deplorable  difeafes  incident  to  human  nature. 


A very 
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A very  fingular  Cafe  occurred  to  me  when  this  Sheet 
was  going  to  Prefs , which  illujlrates  the  Powers  of 
ELECTRICITY  in  removing  SPASMS  in  fo 
■pointed  a Manner , that  I Jhall  infert  it  here , although 
out  of  its  proper  place. 

A Phyfician  * in  the  city  brought  a young  Gentle- 
man to  my  houfe  in  his  chariot,  whofe  jaw  was  fo 
firmly  locked^  that  no  force  which  could  be  applied 
was  capable  of  opening  it.  I placed  him  on  the  in- 
flated chair,  and  no  fooner  began  to  pafs  the  Elec- 
tric Vibrations  along  the  Temporal  Mufcle,  than  the 
jaw,  by  fynchronous  convulfive  motions,  teftified 
that  a relaxation  was  beginning  to  take  place  in  the 
contra&ed  mufcular  fibres.  This  motion  gradually 
increafed,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  ten  minutes,  the 
complete  ufe  of  the  jaw  was  reftored,  to  the  great 
fatisfa&ion  of  the  patient,  and,  I may  add,  the  afto- 
nilhment  of  the  phyfician,  and  of  feveral  other  per- 
fons  who  were  accidentally  prefent. 

* Dr.  De  Valle  NCINE, 


CON- 
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CONCLUSION . 

The  Review  I have  juft  taken  of  this  fubjedf, 
and  the  refpedtable  authorities  quoted,  with  the  in- 
tention of  eftablifhing  the  utility  of  Ele&ricity  in  a 
variety  of  Difeafes,  are  fufficient  to  convince  any 
candid  and  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it  may  certainly 
be'  confidered  as  an  agent  of  confiderable  ufe  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  Allowing  its  effects  only  to 
equal  thofe  of  other  remedies  already  known,  it  is 
ftill  augmenting  the  Materia  Medica , and  increafing' 
the  refourccs  we  are  poffeffed  of  to  remove  difeafe ; 
and  in  fome  particular  idiofyncrafy , or  peculiarity  of 
conftitution,  it  may  perhaps  fucceed  where  other 
modes  of  cure  have  failed. 

The  reputation  of  this  excellent  remedy  has  been 
much  injured  by  the  inexperience  and  unfkilfulnefs 
of  many  who  have  attempted  to  adminifter  it  in  the 
cure  of  difeafes.  Every  perfon  poffeffed  of  a paltry 
electrical  machine,  and  capable  of  charging  a Ley- 
den phial,  has  prefumed  to  let  loofe  this  powerful 

element, 
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clement,  the  efficient  caufe  of  the  mod  tremendous 
phenomena  in  nature,  on  the  irritable  frame  and  de- 
bilitated nerves  of  an  invalid.  No  wonder  if  mil- 
chief  has  rel'ulted  from  fuch  conduct.  A powerful 
and  well-conftructed  apparatus,  long  and  attentive 
experience,  are  requifite  to  employ  this  active  agent 
with  propriety.  The  former  of  thefe  I certainly 
poflefs.  A conftant  and  affiduous  attention  paid  to 
.this  branch  of  medicine  for  a period  of  nearly  ten 
years,  during  which  I have  applied  Electricity  to  a 
multitude  of  difeafes  with  various  l'uccefs,  gives  me 
fomc  claim  to  the  latter. 

Electricity  has  aifo  fuffered  from  the  ill-founded 
expectations  of  thofe  who  have  employed  it  as  a re- 
medy. It  has  been  fuppofed  rather  to  adt  like  a 
charm  than  a medicine.  If  inftantaneous  relief  did 
not  refult  from  the  firit  operation,  it  was  rejected  as 
ufclefs.  But  Electricity,  like  every  other  means  of 
cure  made  ufe  of  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  requires 
fome  time  to  produce  its  falutary  effects,  and  many 
obflinate  difeafes,  in  which  it  is  confidercd  as  ineffi- 
cacious, might  unqueftionably  be  removed,  by  prrfe- 
vering  for  a longer  period  in  its  application. 


G 
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In  many  fpccies  of  Paralyfn  Electricity  may  cer- 
tainly be  confidered  as  the  moft  effe&ual  remedy  that 
can  be  employed.  Were  it  had  recourfe  to  at  an 
early  period  of  the  difeafe,  during  that  time  which  is 
often  wafted  in  drinking  fome  mineral  water,  or 
fwallowing  an  infignificant  drug,  much  might  be 
expedted  from  its  ufe.' — But  when  it  is  only  repaired 
to  as  a kind  of  defperate  expedient,  after  the  confti- 
tution  is  debilitated  by  having  undergone  the  whole 
round  of  ftimulating  medicines,  and  time  has  in- 
creafed  the  inveteracy  of  the  difeafe,  how  can  Elec- 
tricity be  expected  to  fucceed? 

Such  conduct,  indeed,  is  too  common  in  every  cafe 
where  this  remedy  is  made  ufe  of.  It  is  feldom  men- 
tioned till  the  patience  either  of  the  patient  or  the 
Dodlor,  or  perhaps  of  both,  is  exhaufted,  when 
Electricity  is  recommended  and  employed,  rather 
with  a view  to  get  decently  rid  of  each  other,  than 
from  any  well-founded  hopes  of  obtaining  a cure.— 
This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered  at 
that  it  ever  fuccceds,  than  that  it  fometimes  fails. 

Would  'the  Faculty  in  general  lay  afide  prejudice, 
and  candidly  recommend- it  in  qpfes  where  its  ufe  is' 
plainly  indicated — would  mankind  confult  thoir  own 

welfare^ 


X. 


welfare,  and  employ  this  remedy  at  a period  when  a 
core  was  yet  practicable — Electricity  would  foon  lay 
afide  its  prefent  character  of  a quackifh  and  uncer- 
tain remedy,  and  acquire  that  folid  reputation  as  an 
ufeful  article  of  the  Materia  Mcd'ica , which  it  cer- 
tainly merits. 


